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PRESENT 

Chairman 
Paul Entwistle 
Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Maureen Entwistle   





Martin Stewart

John Green
Barry Probin


County and City Councillors:
None Attended


Mr Dave Mills (Parish Clerk)

12 members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Min 25/26 001 Under the Local Government Act 1972 s15 (1), the Parish Council appointed Paul Entwistle as Chairman for the next 12 months.
Paul Entwistle signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

2 ELECTION OF VICE–CHAIRMAN

MIN 25/26 002 The Parish Council appointed Pauline Bamber as the Vice-Chairman for the next 12 months..
3 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors D Guise and M Greaves as well as City Councillor Mrs S Whittam and County Councillor Maria Jones.

4 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 28th April 2025. 
MIN 25/26 003 The council approved the minutes and the Chairman signed the Minutes as a true record. 
5 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
No interests were declared

6 ADMINISTRATION

MIN 25/26 004 the Parish Council will meet at 7:00pm in the Parish Rooms behind St Annes Church on the following dates

June Meeting – Monday 16th June 2025

July Meeting – Monday 28th July 2025

September Meeting – Monday 15th September 2025

October Meeting – Monday 20th October 2025

November Meeting – Monday 17th November 2025

January Meeting – Monday 19th January 2026

February Meeting – Monday 16th February 2026

March Meeting – Monday 16th March 2026

April Meeting – Monday 20th April 2026
May Meeting – Monday 18th May 2026

MIN 25/26 005 Members confirmed renewal of the following delegated powers to the Clerk in accordance with S101 of the Local Government Act 1972 and Standing Order 15

· Comment on routine planning applications 

· Make routine decisions 
· deal with emergencies  

· spend small sums of money – in Accordance with Clause 5.15 of the Financial Regulations.
· grant a dispensation to Members where the number of Members prohibited from participating, would impede the transaction of the business.
b) The Local Government (Electronic Communications) Order 2015 enables a Member to receive the Council summons by email but the Agenda Notice must still be displayed on the Notice Boards. When emailing residents and external agencies, it is good practice for Councillors to use an identifiable Parish Council email address rather than a personal one. Email addresses can be created and hosted through the Parish Council website provider e.g. David.Mills@woodplumptonparishcouncil.org.uk 
MIN 25/26 006 Members confirmed that they wish to receive papers electronically.

MIN 25/26 007 Members agreed to respond at the June meeting with

a) a preference with regards to the email address used and 
b) confirmation as to whether they wish the email address to be published.

7 GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS  
MIN 25/26 008 Members considered and reviewed the Council’s Privacy Policy Statement which can be viewed on the Parish Council website. 
Members confirmed that they understood their obligations.

MIN 25/26 009 Members verbally confirmed that their electronic devices also comply with the technical requirements. 

MIN 25/26 010 Members verbally confirmed that they understand the need to delete individual correspondence and personal contact details once a matter is completed.  
8 APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES / REPRESENTATIVES

MIN 25/26 011 Members determined that there is no need to form any committees. 

MIN 25/26 012 Members confirmed the appointed representatives 
· Preston Area Committee - 3 Members 

· Paul Entwistle

· Pauline Bamber

· Maureen Entwistle

· Dave Mills

· Daniels & Houghtons Charity – 1 Member 

· Barry Probin

9 MEMBER ALLOWANCE SCHEME

MIN 25/26 013 Members confirm that they do not wish to adopt an Allowance Scheme for 2025/26. 
10 ADOPTION OF STANDING ORDERS

MIN 25/26 014 Members suggested a number of amendments to the Standing Orders, a revised version will be brought forward to the June Meeting for approval. 
Members agreed to bring forward a revised complaints procedure for adoption at the June Council Meeting.
That concludes the governance procedures for the new municipal year.

11 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The public raised a number of areas of concern around the Parish as follows:
a. Hedges on Catforth Road which overhang the footpath making it difficult for pedestrians.

The Clerk will ask the lengthsman to liaise with residents to arrange for the hedges to be cut back.

b. Concerns were expressed that some fire hydrants in Catforth either could not be found or were not functioning properly, so were not available in the event of a fire.

The Clerk will communicate this concern to the Fire Service.

c. The parking of cars on the bend outside Woodplumpton Church makes it difficult for larger vehicles to pass down the road.  Double yellow lines were suggested to prohibit parking.
The Clerk will raise the issue with Highways, but noted that they are resource constrained and are unlikely to address such a request promptly.
d. A concern was expressed that despite the dangerous nature of the junction between Newsham Hall Lane and Woodplumpton Road, no action has yet been taken.  The Council agreed with the concern and asked that as many residents as possible write to LCC Highways so that the level of public concern is clear.
Councillors met with LCC highways earlier in the day and asked about progress with work on the junction.  There has as yet been no progress with either the assessment of the junction after the site visit or assessing whether the verge opposite can be widened to provide better visibility.

12 CATFORTH TRAFFIC CALMING

The Catforth traffic calming working group met with LCC highways who are providing expert support to the working group.  This meeting considered the options that are available to reduce the speed of traffic through Catforth.

The discussion considered a number of methodologies to reduce speed with the following conclusions.

a. The use of cameras (fixed or average speed) is only supported by the police where KSI (killed and seriously injured) criteria are met.  Without police support the cameras will not be enforced and become ineffective.  LCC Highways work in conjunction with the police and will only support the installation of cameras where the police will enforce.

The use of traffic cameras of any type as a speed control measure in Catforth is therefore not possible.

b. The use of rumble strips as a method of speed control is no longer supported by LCC Highways as they do not result in a reduction in the speed of traffic and create a considerable level of noise for residents living nearby.

c. Visual methodologies such as signage and road markings result in a small reduction in average speed of around 1-2mph.

The working group is now considering the possible options taking account of the advice that we have received from LCC Highways. 
13 WARDING CONSULTATION

The Chairman and Clerk met with Preston City Council Electoral Services on 13 May 2025.

Electoral Services are commencing the process of assessing the governance arrangements in the Woodplumpton Parish.  They have commenced this work at the request of the Parish Council, rather than requiring us to submit a formal petition.  The first part of the process is to review the boundaries and determine whether the review should be limited to Woodplumpton Parish or whether other areas should also be included.
14 ORCHARD PLAY AREA

PCC have started looking at the Orchard Play area, but as yet have not provided any plans.
15 HAYFIELD PARK PLAY AREA

The working group has met with residents on Hayfield Park and have confirmed that the ownership of the play area now resides with the residents with RMG acting as the management company.  This occurred under the house purchase conveyancing arrangement once the estate was completed.
The group does not yet understand how the ownership and management arrangement is structured.  The group therefore requested permission to investigate the ownership and management arrangement including by approaching RMG.

MIN 25/26 015 The council resolved to broaden the Terms of Reference for the working group to allow them to investigate the ownership and management arrangement for the play area including by approaching RMG. 

16 2024/25 INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 
MIN 25/26 016 Members approved the internal audit report and payment of the requested fee of £150.00.
17 2024/25 END OF YEAR REPORT AND ANNUAL RETURN 

The Clerk presented the end of year financial report which includes the Annual Governance and Accountability Return. (AGAR). 
MIN 25/26 017 Members noted MIN 24/25 approving the Internal Audit Checklist.

MIN 25/26 018 Members considered Section 1 (Annual Governance Statement) and resolved to Approve the statement.

MIN 25/26 019 Members considered Section 2 (Accounting Statements) and resolved to Approve the statements.

The Chairman and Responsible Financial Officer (Clerk) signed the Annual Governance and Accountancy Return.
18 2024/25 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 1st April – 30th April 2025
Members noted the April CIL receipt of £43,464.91 and that the 2025/26 precept of  £55,275 and the VAT reclaim of £7,362.36 have been paid in May. 
MIN 25/26 020 The Chairman verified that the financial accounts and bank statements have been reconciled and signed the financial Accounts.
The End of April Balances were:

Current Account    £74,598.52
CCLA Account      £375,000.00

19 TRANSFER TO CCLA
MIN 25/26 021 Members resolved to approve the transfer of £75,000 from the current account to the CCLA account.

20 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS 19 May 2025
MIN 25/26 022 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the April meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	May payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Unity Trust Service Charge April
	Unity Trust
	£8.40
	Ref 15

	Community Garden April
	Lengthsman 
	£300.00
	Ref 16

	Bird Feed Garden
	Lengthsman
	£21.99
	Ref 17

	Lengthsman Weeks 3-6
	Lengthsman
	£1,520.00
	Ref 18

	Lengthsman Materials
	Lengthsman
	£3.98
	Ref 19


21 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

MIN 25/26 023 Members approved the following accounts for payment 
	Pension contributions clerk May 2025
	£64.86
	DD
	Ref 20

	Clerk Salary May 2025
	£814.07
	BACs
	Ref 21

	HMRC PAYE 
	£595.49
	BACs
	Ref 22

	Employer National Insurance
	£154.44
	BACs
	Ref 23

	Parish Rooms Rental 19 May
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 24

	Audit Fee (Sue Edwards)
	£150.00
	BACs
	Ref 25

	Clerk Expenses Jan – May 2025
	£179.35
	BACs
	Ref 26

	Parish Greenspace maintenance Contribution
	£814.00
	BACs
	Ref 27

	Spring Newsletter Printing
	£242.50
	BACs
	Ref 28

	Sponsorship of Woodplumpton Fete
	£2000.00
	BACs
	Ref 29

	
	
	
	


22 UPDATE ON EFFORTS TO SUPPORT THE AREA OF EAVES

Councillor Entwistle and the Clerk met with residents in Eaves to discuss improvements that could be made in the hamlet.  A number of residents within the village are looking to form a group aimed at improving the appearance of the area.

They are looking to better define the hamlet with some signs and to make the place more welcoming with better maintenance of the verges, planters and benches.  The council is happy to work with the residents and to consider requests for support as the ideas are developed.

The residents asked whether the speed limit could be reduced from National Speed Limit (60mph) through the hamlet.  This was discussed with LCC Highways, who believed that the hamlet of Eaves did not meet the criteria in terms of size and that LCC Highways does not have the resources to pursue the number of such TROs that could be needed across the county.
23 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
MIN 25/26 024 Members Considered and Approved the delegated comments for April. 
24 SPEEDING ON THE EAST WEST LINK ROAD

The matter was not discussed at the meeting with LCC Highways.

25 ATTENDANCE AT THE LALC ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Councillors agreed to advise the clerk if they wish to attend LALCs 2025 Conference on 7 June 2025 at The Delta Marriot Hotel, Preston at a cost of £50 per place for members.

26 BINS AROUND THE PARISH
MIN 25/26 025 Members agreed to fund the installation of 2 additional bins on the East West Link Road at a cost of ~£1,200.

27 CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND

MIN 25/26 026 Members agreed to renew the councils membership of the CPRE at a cost of £36.00 for the year.

28 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
29 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 16th June 2025 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END
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